
 

WCAS General Meeting 
Meeting Notes 

September 23, 2005 
  10:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

Main Board Room 
Penn West Building, 50th Avenue West 

Drayton Valley, AB 
     

In Attendance: 
Cecil Anderson  Pembina Agriculture Protection Association 
Dave Stewart  Talisman Energy 

                 Adam Stokowski               David Thompson Regional Health Authority 
Gwen Wood  EUB 
Audrey Kelto  Leduc County 
Mary Griffiths  Pembina Institute of Appropriate Development  
Robert Kitching  Brazeau County 
Rick Phaneuf  Alberta Environment 
Mike Woods  Weyerhaeuser Ltd. 
David Brand  Luscar Limited 
Hercules Georgiadis Hinton Pulp 

Jim Bolton  TransAlta 
 
WCAS: 
Bob Scotten   Executive Director 
Barbara Johnson  Environmental Engineer 
Greg Swain  Senior Technologist 
 
Special Guests: 
Dick Puurveen  University of Alberta, Breton Plots 
   
Absent with Regrets:   
Jason Schulz  EPCOR  
Steven Probert  Capital Health 
Larry Williams  Alberta Environment 

 
 

ACTION ITEMS 
 

Action Item 1: Bob to forward a letter of gratitude to Greg Gabert for his past contributions to the WCAS. 
 
Action Item 2: Barb to meet with Dave to discuss WCAS financials. 
 

ONGOING ACTION ITEMS 
 

Ongoing Item 1:  Bob to provide a formal letter to Alberta Environment outlining the limitations of 
accessibility concerning the Athabasca Lookout location. 
 
Ongoing Item 2: Bob to follow up on the incorporation of a small region along WCAS boundaries with Clean 
Air Strategic Alliance (CASA), and the PAMZ. 
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1. Welcome and Introductions 
 

Cecil Anderson called the meeting to order at 10:45 a.m.  Introductions were made and committee 
members welcomed. 
 

2. Approval of June 2, 2005 Draft Minutes 
 

The meeting notes of the June 2, 2005 meeting were accepted by consensus.  
 

3. Review of the June 2, 2005 Action Items 
 

Action Item 1: Bob to provide assurances that a minimum ten-year agreement on the land lease could 
be obtained and that no major developments are planned to occur in the vicinity with respect to the 
Athabasca Lookout as the new background station location. Complete: Bob confirmed that there were 
no major developments planned within the Athabasca Lookout vicinity. 

 
Action Item 2: Bob to provide a formal letter to Alberta Environment outlining the limitations of 
accessibility concerning the Athabasca Lookout location.  Ongoing: Bob explained that due to the Telus 
strike, development of the Athabasca Lookout site has been pending. 

 
Action Item 3:  Steven to provide Bob with details concerning WCAS communications through 
municipal publications. Complete:  Bob reported that Steven provided details for municipal 
publications. 

 
Action Item 4: Bob to prepare correspondence to Ponoka County asking if there are any objections to 
the incorporation of a small region along WCAS boundaries not claimed by other Airshed’s. Bob was 
also asked to copy the document to Alberta Environment, Clean Air Strategic Alliance (CASA), and the 
PAMZ. Ongoing:  Bob reported that he contacted the Ponoka County assistant administrator and it appears that 
the Parkland Airshed Management Zone is to be approached on this matter. Bob advises that CASA will inform him 
of the developments with this issue. 

 
 

4. Review of Financial Statements 
 

Dave Stewart was welcomed as the new WCAS Treasurer replacing Greg Gabert. Bob indicated that a 
letter of gratitude on behalf of the WCAS Board for all Greg’s past dedication would be forwarded. 
 
Bob circulated a Statement of Revenue and Expenditures as at August 31, 2005. (Attachment A & B). 
The statements indicated that actual expenditures were on line with budget figures with the exception 
of insurance costs and unbudgeted contributions to trending analysis undertaken by Dr. Warren 
Kindzierski. Barb informed members that collections of accounts were also in line with previous years. 
 
Next, Bob presented 2006 Draft Budgets (Attachment C & D) for Board consideration. Bob indicated 
that some increases over last years budget included expenditure in areas of accounting and legal fees 
due to the additional set of books required for tracking purposes of the utility companies activities, 
increased costs associated with insurance coverage, a new line item for grants or donations, an 
increase in honorarium costs for cooperative land use, and increases in the contractors costs to reflect a 
three percent cost of living increase. In addition, Bob asked the Board to consider compensating the 
technologists for the rising costs of fuel. The Board agreed that 10K could be used in the upcoming year 
to cover off the increased costs to the contractors. It was further agreed that this item would be a 
separate line item on the 2006 Budget. The Board also agreed that fuel costs should be standardized to 
$0.42 per kilometer for mileage. 
 
Dave suggested that a budget be introduced for capital expenditures and that a five-year plan be 
prepared to address such concerns as equipment/building replacement. Barb agreed to meet with Dave 
to further discuss these issues. 
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Action Item 1: Bob to forward a letter of gratitude to Greg Gabert for his past contributions to the 
WCAS. 

 
Action Item 2: Barb to meet with Dave to discuss WCAS financials. 

 
 

5.  Zone Manager’s Report 
 
5.1 Hightower Ridge Station Update 
 

Bob reported that the most suitable site for the relocation of the Hightower Ridge appears to be the 
Athabasca Lookout location based on the observations of Alberta Environment representatives, Harry 
Benders, Bettina Mueller, and Dr. Kindzierski of the University of Alberta. Bob indicated that annual 
funding from the federal government could be used towards this station. Bob also informed members 
that the Telus strike has hindered the development of the location. 

 
5.2 Weyerhaeuser Update 

 
Mike Woods informed members that the TRS analyzer has been ordered and the expected arrival date 
would in the month of October. 

 
5.3 Communications Update 

 
 
Bob reported that the Fall Newsletter was near completion and should be distributed within the next 
two weeks. Bob then informed members that development to a new WCAS website is in progress but 
near completion. Bob indicated that the internet programming necessary to make temperature data 
available to the radio station for future airing has been completed. 
 
Bob indicated that presentations were made for TransAlta in June and the Leduc County in August.  
 

 
5.4 Nisku Sour Drill Activities Update 
 

A lengthy discussion ensued concerning the sour drill activities that are occurring and scheduled to 
occur in the Drayton Valley area. It was noted that there is much public concern amongst residents as 
to the impact of the oil field activity on health related issues. It was further noted that there are a 
number of interest groups that are making efforts to make oil companies responsible to the public. Barb 
reported that oil and gas producers have contacted WCAS with regards to monitoring H2S at the Violet 
Grove station. Board members agreed that a written proposal received by such companies would be 
considered. 

 
 

6. Air Monitoring Update 
 
6.1 Audit Results 
 

Greg Swain reported the results of the June 2005 Alberta Environment Audit of the WCAS network to 
Board Members. Greg also circulated a summary of the issues that were addressed during the audit. 
(Attachment E).  
 
Greg then answered questions asked by the Board concerning corrections that may be necessary due to 
the failure of an analyzer. Greg explained that in such cases the data is corrected back to last 
calibration data as proposed by the auditor.  
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6.2 Uptime Efficiencies, Exceedence Reports 

 
Barb reported that uptime efficiencies for the WCAS network were 98.8, 99.5, and 98.5 percent for the 
months of June, July, and August, respectively. Barb explained that during the month of June 
acquisition problems at the Tomahawk station dropped uptime to 94 percent at this site. 
 
Barb also reported that there were a number of exceedences over the summer with respect to the TRS 
parameter at the Hinton station. It was noted that 6 exceedences occurred in June,  1 in July, and 10 in 
August. Hercules addressed the Board explaining that exceedences were the result of dredging effluent 
ponds.  
 
Board members wished to express their appreciation for the outstanding job the technologists have 
done as reflected in the stellar uptime efficiencies. 
 
 

6.3 Data Request Updates 
 

Barb reported the following requests for data during the months of July and August: 
 
June 29 – Barb Logan of Axys requested 2004 monthly averages for all meteorological parameters at 
Violet Grove and Genesee. 
 
July 26 – Ben Borys of EPCOR, requested hourly averages for wind data at the Genesee site three-day 
period in July for the purpose of investigating a work related incident. 
 
August 9 – Richard Murray of Golder Associates requested site documentation for a number of stations. 
 
August 16 – Dr. Warren Kindzierski requested 1998-2004 Hourly averages for Carrot Creek, 1996-2004 
Tomahawk hourly averages for the purpose of trending analysis. 
  
August 22 – Jonathon Robb of Alberta Health requested five minute averages for Meadows, Genesee, 
and Wagner for 2004. 
 
August 29 – Claire McCauley of Axys asked for information, maps, and site documentation with respect 
to the passive networks. 
 
September 12 – Jerry Navarro of TransAlta requested precipitation data for the Meadows and Powers 
station for 2004. 
 
September 12 – Janine Ross of Alberta Environment requested site documentation for stations for the 
purpose of updating the Alberta Environment website. 
 

 
7. Next Meeting  
 
      The next meeting date December 2, 2005. 
 
      The meeting ended at approximately 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Attachment A 
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Attachment B 
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Attachment C 
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Attachment D 
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Attachment E 
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